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TO: 

VICS Members / VICS Item Level RFID Initiative Members 

 

SUBJECT: 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW:   Recommendation to Adopt the GS1 EPC Standards 

Approved by the VICS Board of Directors  April 29, 2011 

 

DATE:    May 2, 2011 

The VICS Board has unanimously voted to adopt the GS1 EPC Standards in support of the 

implementation of item level RFID.     A public  review period begins immediately through 

June 2, 2011. 

The VICS Item Level RFID Initiative (VILRI) is continuing the work in support for implementation 

of EPC enabled RFID and has solicited the VICS Board of Directors’ endorsement on the use 

of standards.   The Board has unanimously chosen the adoption of  GS1/EPCglobal standards 

enable companies to identify, capture and share information delivering real time visibility into 

your inventory and business processes.    

Background: VICS has already endorsed the use of GS1 Keys, the Barcode Data Capture 

Standards, as well as the other GS1 technical Standards (such as VICS EDI).  In the early days 

of the MIT Auto ID Center,  Paul Singer (Target) represented the VICS Board / Users along with 

Wal-Mart, P&G, Best Buy and many others ensuring the integration of the existing GS1 Keys 

into the Electronic Product Code (EPC) standards. The EPC encodes GS1 keys and other 

identifiers to create a single, unique serialized identifier. The EPC for product identification is 

essentially comprised of a GTIN plus an assigned serial number.  Other header information, 

filter values and partitions complete the makeup of the EPC, making the combination unique for 

a single, physical product. This endorsement will progress the work of the VICS Item Level 

RFID Initiative in defining the Industry Adoption and Best Practice Guidelines.  

The Ballot put forth to the VICS Board read as follows:    
Please vote on adopting the GS1 EPC Standards for increased visibility and 

efficiency throughout the supply chain and higher quality information flow 

between companies and their key trading partners. 

IN FAVOR:  ___28___ 
As a member of the VICS Board, I support the use of GS1/EPCglobal standards as they are 

critical to drive interoperability, visibility and scalability for companies implementing EPC enabled 

RFID. 

AGAINST:   ____0____ 
I do not support the adoption of these standards. 

Based on the Board vote, the VICS bylaws indicate a 30 day public review period will begin by 

which the industry will review the proposal.       The review will remain in effect until June 2, 

2011.   Please refer to www.vics.org for more information. 
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